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JOINT STATEMENT

On the public disclosure of all settlement
agreement through the independent mediation
between the local communities in Bousra
Commune and the Economic Land Concessions
area Varanasi and Sethikula Company (Socfin-
KCD company), and COVThama Company.

A
on 227 April.... 2026

Background of the Mediation

Between 2017 and 2021, a voluntary mediation process was
conducted between the representatives from 05 (five)
villages communities in Busra Commune (Pu Teut, Pu Char,
Pu Raing, Busra and Pu Luk) and the companies.

The mediation process was organized and facilitated by t
Independent Mediation Group (IMG) with financial suppo
from the Mekong Region Land Governance (MRLG) Program.
The communities received guiance and support from the
Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC), and observers and witnesses
including with village elders, Bousra Commune Chief, and
the representative of the United Nations Office for Human
Rights in Cambodia (UN OHCHR).

Mediation Cases Addressed

The mediation process addressed four land dispute cases
raised by the parties. Discussions were conducted separately
for each community and organized according to the following
type of land disputes as follows:

1. Communal land ins Varanasi , Sethikula and
Coviphama ELCs

2.. Streamside plantations in Varanasi and Sethikula
ELCs (Socfin-KCD)

3. Family rubber plantations in Varanasi and Sethikula
ELCs (Socfin-KCD)

4, Related plantations/Past compensations (Socfin-
KCD)

The solutions or options are something that the communities
and the companies have discussed and is an acceptable
solution for both parties based on a voluntary spirit and
mutual respect.
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A total of 26 settlement agreements were reached by the
parties between 2018 and 2021. A comprehensive summary
Is presented In the joint statement on Dispute
Settlement through Independent medlation between
the local communities in Bousra Commune and the
Varanasl Economic Land Concesslons and Sethikula
(Socfin-KCD company), and Coviphama dated
September 27", 2022,

The Implementation began with the first agreements in 2018
and Is still ongoing, with projects continuing to be

implemented during the economic land concession period,

along with some shorter-term community-development

projects. -

8!
Confidentiality of the Mediation Process }’g
In accordance with the confidentiality provisions and ground ./'
rules established during the mediation process, the ;_Ew;

mediation agreements were initially kept confidential. At the
request of the communities, observers, and consultants, all

parties, including the companies, signed a strict

confidentiality agreement to ensure a safe, constructive
environment for dialogue and negotiation while protecting all

parties involved in the mediation process.
Decision to Disclose the Agreements

Following the implementation of the mediation agreements
and further consultations between the companies and
community representatives, the companies and the
communities of Pu Teut, Pu Raing, Bousra, Pu Char and Pu
Luk have mutually agreed to remove the confidentiality
restrictions and to jointly disclose the 26 settlement

agreements listed in Annex 1 to the public.

Purpose of the Public Declaration

This joint public declaration and disclosure event provides an
opportunity to share lessons learned from the mediation

process in Cambodia, which aimed to introduce alternative
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dispute resolution, though a voluntary collaborative process
where the two parties Identified Issues, developed options,
considered alternatives, and developed consensual
agreements. It may serve as a useful reference for other
communities, companies, and stakeholders seeking peaceful
and constructive approaches to resolving land-related

disputes through dialogue and mediation.

Agreement of the Parties

Representatives of the five mediated communities and
representatives of Varanasi and Sethikula (Socfin-KCD) and
Coviphama Company discussed and agreed during meetings
held in March and April 2026 to publicly disclose the
mediation agreements listed in Annex 1 with the support of
Legal Aid of Cambodia (LAC).
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